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II. ANNOUNCEMENT 
The International Working Group on Soybean Rust has announced the incep-
tion of a newsletter, Soybean Rust News, with the first issue to be published 
this spring. 
INTERNATIONAL WORKING GROUP ON SOYBEAN RUST (IWGSR) 
Soybean is one of the important food, feed and oil crops in the world 
today. The full potential of its production capacity in the tropics is yet to 
be exploited. Among the various problems confronting the farmers, diseases 
rank high. 
In the tropics and subtropics, soybean rust (Phakopsora pachyrhizi) is 
one of the important diseases limiting soybean production. There is mounting 
evidence that soybean rust can reduce yield as much as 60%. 
Research on the pathogen, its distribution, its epidemiology, and its 
destructiveness and on sources of resistance and methods of control are 
urgently needed to provide the understanding required to suppress or prevent 
losses caused by the disease. 
Even though the disease is now widely prevalent only in the tropics, its 
potential to gain entry into the major soybean production areas in temperate 
zones cannot be underestimated. 
Realizing the importance of the rust problem and recognizing the values 
to be gained by cooperative efforts, workers actively engaged in soybean rust 
research formally organized the "International Working Group on Soybean Rust" 
(IWGSR) during the Regional Soybean Conference jointly organized by INTSOY, 
AVROC, and the Government of Thailand and held in Chiang Mai, Thailand, 
23-27 Feb. 1976. Or. C. Y. Yang of AVROC was elected chairman, Or. K. R. 
Bromfield of USDA, ARS, vice chairman and Mr. S. Shanmugasundaram of AVRDC, 
secretary of this group. 
The objectives of this group are: 
1) To mount and intensify a consolidated research program to combat soy-
bean rust disease. 
2) To enroll as participating members scientists from all over the world 
who are interested in and working on soybean rust. 
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3) To hold at intervals workshops, symposia, or conferences which will 
bring scientists together to exchange ideas and thoughts on the soy-
bean rust problem. 
4) To publish once a year relevant information and results of soybean 
rust research stenming from workers in various countries. 
5) To distribute for evaluation gennplasm and breeding lines having 
rust resistance. 
6) To serve as an agency for the rapid exchange of gennplasm and infor-
mation. 
REQUEST FOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE FIRST ISSUE OF "SOYBEAN RUST NEWS 11 
Research art i cles , reports, notes, announcement of resistant or tolerant 
gennplasm , and any other news item related to soybean rust are requested, and 
they will be accepted until April l, 1977. Address all correspondence regard-
ing the SRN to: 
S. Shanmugasundaram 
Soybean Coordinator 
Soybean Rust News 
AVRDC, P.O. Box 42 
Shanhua, Tainan 741 
Taiwan, R.O.C. 
RULES FOR CONTRIBUTORS 
1) Infonnation in the SRN will be informal to stimulate the exchange of ideas 
and information among soybean rust scientists. SRN articles may be prelim-
inary in nature and speculative in content, and should not be regarded as 
equivalent to papers published in fonnal scientific journals. Even so, 
such reports can be very valuable and helpful, if viewed in the proper per-
spective . Data presented in the SRN are not to be used in other publica-
tions without the consent of the respective authors. 
2) Contributions should be in English, typed double spaced and not more than 
four 8% 11 by ll 11 pages. You may send as many separate contri bu ti ons as you 
wish. Send two copies for each article. 
3) Correspondence regarding an article should be on a separate page. 
4) Photographs should be glossy black/ white prints of high quality with good 
dark and light contrasts. Drawings for graphs and charts should be 
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prepared with India ink on good quality tracing paper. Typewritten matter 
is not usually acceptable on graphs and charts. A good size for photo-
graphs is 511 by 7" and drawings is what will fit on an 81/2 11 by ll 11 page. 
5) Except for possible minor editing, manuscripts will be published as 
received from contributors. 
6) Tit le your report, place your name(s), name of university, institution or 
company under the title. Please give complete address. [For contributors 
ou t s ide Taiwan (R.O.C.): please send reports by airmail.] 
7) Citations of recent publications are most welcome . 
Name: 
Pas i tion: 
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International Working Group on Soybean Rust (IWGSR) 
Membership Fann 
Mailing Address : 
Qualifications: 
Major area of Research Interest: -------------------
Minor area: 
Any Publications on Soybean Rust You Have Authored (Please enclose a reprint 
for each): 
~----------------------------
Return this fonn to: 
Mr. S. Shanmugasundaram 
Secretary, (IWGSR) 
Crop Coordinator (Soybean), AVRDC 
P.O. Box 42, Shanhua, Tainan 741 
Taiwan, Republic of China 
Signature 
P.S. Would appreciate your returning the Membership Fann on or before 
July 31, 1977. 
